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An Analytical Research of Pottery Productions of Meshkin-

Tepe or Moshkoviye Area Between the 6th and 7th 

Centuries Hegira 

 

Abstract  

One of the important cities of the Islamic era of Iran between the 4th and 7th centuries of 

Hegira was the city of Moshkoviye. According to historical documents, this city was located 

on the main route of the Silk Road and between the cities of Hamedan and Rey. According to 

historical documents, this city was the second major city of the Saveh and was located near the 

city of Rey city; thus, in this regard, the exact location of this great city of the Islamic era was 

identified during archeological studies and surveys. However, today, only ruins of the city 

remain namely known as Meshkin-Tepe, in the limits of Zarandiye city of the central province 

which have been severely destroyed by unauthorized diggers. Pottery production, particularly 

earthenware and ceramic manufacture, such as furnace welding, molten pottery, balls, etc., 

were identified in the area, which alone indicates the extensive production of the pottery 

industry in this area. For this reason, in the present research, pottery production in this area has 

been introduced and studied. it was found that the production of pottery in this area was mostly 

completed between 6th and 7th centuries AH and it includes various types of glazed pottery 

with pseudo-porcelain paste and molded unglazed pottery. 

Research aims: 

1. Recognizing the coordinates of pottey vessels in Moshkoviye or Meshkin-Tepe area. 

2. Investigating the types of earthenware in Moshkoviye region. 

Research questions: 

1. What are the coordinates of the pottery vessels found in the city of Moshkoviye or Meshkin-

Tepe 

2. What types of earthenware were made in Moshkoviye region? 
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Introduction 

One of the large sites of the Central Province of Iran with an area of about 63 hectares during 

the Islamic ages, is the Meshkin Tepe site. Today, this area is located approximately one and a 

half kilometers from the new city of Parandak, one of the functions of Zarandieh city. At the 

end of the south side of this area, a relatively large hill belonging to the Parthian period and at 

the end of the northern section, a settlement on the plain of the New Paleolithic period is 

located; such features emphasize the importance of this area for human settlements during 

different historical periods. At present, the surface of the area, in addition to many unauthorized 

digging pits, which were more than 1500 in the statistics, are full of various pieces of glazed 

and unglazed pottery from different Islamic eras, many data related to the pottery production 

industry. In addition, there are other data such as pieces of stone and glass containers, which 

indicate the existence of a continuous settlement during several centuries of this era. 

Due to the importance of the area during various Islamic eras, as well as a lot of data related to 

the pottery production industry, such as glued, deformed or fused pottery, balls, mud chine, 

and other items. In 2017, a part of the surface of the Meshkin Tepe related to the pottery 

industry, was subjected to archaeological excavations by Mr. Nouri Shadmahani that yielded 

very valuable results. 

Before the implementation of the archaeological excavations, the surface of the area was 

gridded by the authors into 50 x 50 meters’ square houses and the various data of each grid 

were carefully sampled, counted and studied. In this study, all the networks were examined and 

in addition to recording the characteristics of each network or house, such as surface vegetation, 

the number of unauthorized drilling holes, etc., scattered surface data of houses, such as pottery, 

then, the data related to the pottery industry, stoneware, etc., are collected in small or large 

amounts according to their distribution and are classified, categorized and indexed in the same 

house and were scattered in that house itself. According to the data obtained from this survey, 

extensive works and evidences in the field of industrial production in this area, especially 

pottery production between the 6th and 7th centuries Hegira have been identified, which are 

discussed in the present study.  

 The review of the background of the current research indicates that so far no independent work 

with this title has been published in the field of writing, consequently, authors are determined 
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to investigate this issue in a descriptive and analytical way by relying on the data of library 

sources. 

 

Conclusion 

One of the great archeological sites of the Islamic era is Meshkin Tepe, which was inhabited 

during different Islamic centuries. During extensive investigations in many historical texts, it 

was found that this area was known as Moshkoviye in the not-so-distant past. During the 

surface surveys of this area, extensive works and evidences related to industrial productions, 

especially in the field of pottery production were identified, which were mostly related to the 

Seljuk to the Khwarazmshahi period. During the studies, it was found that different types of 

unglazed and glazed pottery were produced in this area. Among the unglazed pottery produced 

in Meshkin Tepe, we can mention mold pottery, whose evidences such as clay molds have been 

found on the surface of the area. In addition to this, various types of glazed earthenware include 

white or milky, turquoise, azure, purple, and glazed earthenware with cobalt blue underglaze 

painting on a white background were also identified. All the glazed pottery produced in this 

area has a white paste made of ferrite or glass paste, which according to studies were produced 

only between the 6th and 7th centuries AH. According to these results, it has been determined 

that this area was one of the production centers of unglazed and glazed pottery between the 

Seljuk period and the Khwarazmshahi period, and due to the large volume of its production, it 

is likely to be exported to other places, particularly for the city of Rey. 
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